


Declaring a Major in Early Childhood/Childhood Education Birth-6 

Freshmen are encouraged to declare Early Childhood/Childhood Education once they have chosen an academic concentration. 

Sophomores may declare or change their major to Early Childhood/Childhood Education if they meet Checkpoint One requirements. 

Transfer students with junior status may enter the Early Childhood/Childhood Education major if they meet Checkpoint Two requirements. 

Requirements & Responsibilities for Majors 

Checkpoint 1 is at the end of freshman year. Students should have an overall GPA of at least 3.0; a grade of B or better in at least 4 credits of Basic Commu

nication (ENG 160, 170, 180, and/or 206); successful completion of EDl233; satisfactory Dispositions Assessment I; fingerprint clearance on a TEACH account. 

Checkpoint2 is the gateway into junior year. Students should have an overall GPA of at least 3.0 (2.5 in the concentration}; grades of C or better in required 

EDS, GEO, MAT and foreign language courses; grades of B- or better in EED courses; a passing score on the on-site writing& math assessment; 30 hours of 

independent fieldwork; satisfactory Dispositions Assessment 11; and completed EDI095 and the Child Abuse, SAVE, and DASA workshops. 

Checkpoint3 is the gateway into student teaching. Students must have an overall GPA of at least 3.0 (2.5 in the concentration}; grades of C or better in all 

required EDS, GEO, MAT and foreign language courses; grades of B-or better in all EED and SPE courses; and grades of S in all fieldwork placements. In addition, 

students must have satisfactory Dispositions Assessment 111 and "target" or proficient" lesson/unit planning skills. 

Fieldwork and StudentTeaching: Students are responsible for arranging transportation, including carpooling, to all fieldwork and stud ent teaching experiences. 

Placements will be assigned by the School of Education, and will be within a 45 mile radius of the student's home that semester. 

Academic Policies: Students may only repeat one EED or SPE required course, and may only repeat that course one time. Courses with S* /U * grades will not 

count toward program requirements. All coursework should be completed before the student teaching semester. Students are responsible for meeting all 

graduation requirements, including General Education, academic concentration, Early Childhood/Childhood Education, a Writing Intensive course, a total of at 

least 120 credits, 45 upper division credits, and 60 liberal art credits. Students are responsible for monitoring their Progress Reports; meeting each semester 

with both Education and concentration advisors; and regularly checking New Paltz email, Blackboard, and the Education bulletin boards in Old Main. 

Additional Certification Requirements 

In order to receive New York State certification, candidates must pass the following NYS Teacher Certification tests: Educating All Students test ( EAS}; 

Multi-subject B-2 and 1-6 Content Specialty Tests (CSTs}; and Teacher Performance Assessment (edTPA}. 

We have reviewed these requirements and responsibilities for the Early Childhood & Childhood Education B-6 program, and I understand them fully. 

Student Signature: Date: 

Advisor Signature: Date:  
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